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• Liker five point-item to extract both direction and 

intensity of (dis)agreement.
• Shows nuance and variation.
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Barack Obama opposed 
the war in Iraq from the 
beginning. (Campaign 
website Barack Obama) "I 
know that even a 
successful war against 
Iraq will require a U.S. 
occupation of 
undetermined length, at 
undetermined cost, with 
undetermined 
consequences," Obama
said [in 2002] (Associated 
Press, 02-10-2007)

Iraq is only one front in 
the larger war on terror, 
and failure there would 
lead to a broader and 
bloodier regional conflict 
in the near future. 
Building an accountable 
Iraq will assist in 
reducing the threat of 
terrorism (Campaign 
website Rudy Giuliani 
2008)

Fred Thompson was 
featured in a commercial 
of Citizens United that 
advocated the invasion 
of Iraq in March 2003: 
"When people ask what 
has Saddam done to u, I 
ask, what had the 9/11 
hijackers done to us  --
before 9/11" (CNN.com)

Saddam Hussein has worked to rebuild his 
chemical and biological weapons stock, his 
missile delivery capability and his nuclear 
program. He has also given aid, comfort and 
sanctuary to terrorists, including al-Qaeda 
members. Any vote that might lead to war 
should be hard, but I cast it with conviction. 
So it is with conviction that I support this 
resolution as being in the best interests of our 
nation. [...] Now, obviously, if I had known 
then what I know now about what the 
president would do with the authority that was 
given him, I would not have voted the way 
that I did. 
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/docum
ents/meethepress070923.pdf 23-09-2007)
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